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I NCREASED UNIVERSITY EN RO I.I.MENT S may 
have the administration worried as to where to Icach, feed and house all Ihe 
students, but Dr. Fred McKinney isn't worried about losi ng his effectiveness as a 
teacher with [he increased numbe r of students. 
Dr. McK inney was presented the Di sti nguished Facu lty Award as part 
o f the commencement exercises June 6. Professor of psychology and a 
University fac ulty membe r for 35 years, he received a $ 1,000 stipend from the 
alumni in recognition of his service to the University. 
His achievements a TC long and include the cSlablishmcnt of a persona lity clinic 
as part of the Student Health Service; a IS-minute program which has been 
distr ibuted nationally ; authorship of four books; past associate editor of several 
psychology journals; Fulbright professor at the University of Anka ra and the 
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Middle East Technica l University in Ankara, Turkey. 
and officer in numerous edueationn l organizations. 
BUI Dr. McKinney is best known as the professor of 
general psychology who is seen 011 the Univers ity's in-
structionul television sels by about 1.000 students a 
se mes ter. Thi s is an increase of 500 in the last ten years. 
"lnstructionul television and carefully chosen gradu-
atl: student instructors are two answers to the Univer-
sity's increased enrol lment." Dr. McKinney adds that 
"The textbook is no longer the only approach to mnte-
rial- we have a lot of thi ngs now thnl go beyond the 
text" 
Although the usc of television has been deba ted, Dr. 
McKinney says, " I c(m't imagine using ::!nything else 
now. I've given up live sessions. because 1 can do more 
on TV like slides. experiments, interviews nnd. fur-
thermore, because the students didn't use me for ques-
tions when my classes we re live ." 
The fact th::!t st udents do not usc their instructors 
for discussion periods worries Dr. McKinney: 
"There is something :tbout a lnrge unive rsity system 
which makes the student passive rather than active." 
Dr. McKinney says he hopes more for a student to be 
questioning, searching and trying to attain realism and 
maturity than just 10 make good grades. 
BUl he docs not see this as a new probl em: "The 
student has always needed to be more inqu isiti ve and 
to become more involved with the material. I fee l that 
I do a better job of contactin g student s th an I did before 
using TV, 
"And I've lea rned some things too," he added. " For 
one thing I didn't know that I spoke too slowly." 
There arc several techniques Dr. McKinney uses to 
get student feedback. Asking the students to answer 
a question he h;l$ placed on the blackboard, he gets 
them to put their thinking in writing and then disc usses 
the question. This keeps them active and awake. 
"What I'm trying to do in my courses is to breathe 
back into the course some of the human ity that num-
bers take out of it. Education is primarily an interaction 
betwee n the mind of the students and the mind of the 
professor. Facts alone don' t make education." 
He al so brings student s on his program and ca rries 
on conversations. T he visual materi al is effective also 
in bringing out student reaction. 
But perhaps most important in Dr. McKinney's course 
is his personal presentation which makes the student 
feci he is right in the room. 
" I'd had some experience with television befo re I 
made the programs. It's a one-Io-one relationship ; you 
have to have in mind that you arc tal king to just one 
person. I used my finge r a lot hoping for reaction. This 
emphasis for reaction incl udes empathy, personal touch 
(Mc Kinney oft en laughs on his tapes) and fo r that 
reason I left some errors in the tape." 
This reaction he seeks seems to be successful : '"A 
lot of students pass me on the campus and react to me 
as if they know me. They don't wai t for me to react. 
An illusion of intimacy has been created. 
"~ I have a very positive attitude toward ed ucational 
TV. We can do more with TV- through demonstra-
tions, interviews. film clips and candid photos- than 
we could ever do in the classrooms. Last summer I 
edited and upgraded my tapes :Hld I'm int roducing 
students through TV interviews to 10- 12 of the most 
outstanding psychologists. active in th eir laboratories . 
We couldn't possibly have done this 20 or even 10 
years ago." 
But Dr. McKinn ey likes to feci that Ihe door to his 
office is always open whether fo r classroom or personal 
problems. 
"Of all the things I do," he says, " there is nothing 
more pleasant. more in line with my interests or morc 
exciting than talking with students. This is my fi rst 
love." 0 
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